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DESCRIPTION AND USES 
 

Zinsser
®
 Bamboo Oil is a water-based exterior top coat 

sealer designed specifically for bamboo surfaces.  The best 
way to maintain the condition and lengthen the life of 
bamboo is to seal it and Zinsser’s Bamboo Oil delivers the 
ultimate protection for your bamboo.  Zinsser Bamboo Oil is 
easy to apply, self-priming and protects against the sun’s 
harsh UV rays.  Zinsser Bamboo Oil dries to an enhanced 
gloss transparent finish. 
 
Recommended For:  Exterior bamboo surfaces, both 
horizontal and vertical.  Also great for use on screen fences, 
gates, cladding and exterior doors and furniture. 
 

PRODUCTS 
 

DESCRIPTION 4 L 10 L 

Bamboo Oil Natural  335941 335909 

Bamboo Oil Black 335942 335910 
 

FEATURES 
 

 Deep penetrating formula 

 UV protection, water repellent 

 Dirt & Mould protection 
 

PRODUCT APPLICATION 
 

READ ALL DIRECTIONS CAREFULLY BEFORE 
BEGINNING PROJECT 
 

SURFACE PREPARATION 
 

The performance of Zinsser Bamboo Oil depends on the 
quality of the surface preparation.  Do not apply Zinsser 
Bamboo Oil on wet bamboo as this may cause film defects, 
such as loss of adhesion and uneven pigmentation. 
 
NEW BAMBOO SURFACES:  All grease, oil, grime, sap, 
and other contaminants must be removed with a cleaning 
solution, such as Zinsser

®
 Deck Bright, using a soft bristle 

broom or brush. 
 
PREVIOUSLY COATED  BAMBOO: Remove all solvent 
based and water-based oils by applying Zinsser

®
 Timber 

Clean using a stiff bristle broom to scrub the surface and 
leave on for 5 minutes.  Remove with clean water.  Use 320 
grit sandpaper to sand back painted surfaces to a raw 
bamboo, or apply Zinsser

®
 Gel Stripper and scour to remove 

stains, acrylic, polyurethanes etc.  Followed by washing with 
Zinsser

®
 Timber Prep to neutralise the surface (this is very 

important). 
 
 
 
 
 

PRODUCT APPLICATION (cont.) 
 

APPLICATION TIPS:  For best results, apply in 

temperatures between 23°C and 27°C.  Do not apply if 
humidity is greater than 85% or temperature is below 5ºC. 
 
APPLICATION 

 
Make sure bamboo is dry and free of moisture, we 
recommend applying after bamboo has been exposed to dry 
weather for a minimum of 3 to 5 days.  Apply a thin coat of 
Zinsser Bamboo Oil onto the bamboo using an industrial 
coating brush, paint brush, pressure washer (using a fine tip 
with 1800 PSI) or lint free cloth.  Wipe off all excess material 
with the brush or rag and allow 1-2 hours for curing 
depending on the weather conditions.  For best results, 
apply 2 coats for bamboo screening and 3 coats for outdoor 
bamboo furniture  
 
NOTE:  Colour will deepen with the number of coats applied. 
 
RECOAT:  Allow 1-2 hours dry time between coats. 
 
DRY TIME:  Dries to the touch in 5-10 minutes.  Zinsser 

Bamboo Oil will fully cure in 2 hours.  Dry times will be 
slower in cold, damp conditions or if applied in high humidity 
 
CLEAN UP:  Clean up with soap and water. 

 
STORAGE:   Store in a cool, dry place. 
 
NOTE:  Not for interior use.  
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PHYSICAL PROPERTIES 
 

 BAMBOO OIL 

Resin Type Modified Acrylic Emulsion 

Pigment Type Iron Oxide 

Solvents Butoxy ethanol 

Weight Per Litre 1.01-1.05 kg 

Solids 
By Weight 15-20% 

By Volume 15-20% 

Volatile Organic Compounds <25 g/l 

Recommended Dry Film Thickness 
(DFT) per Coat 

0.4 mils 

Wet Film to Achieve DFT (Unthinned 
material) 

1 mil 

Practical Coverage at Recommended 
DFT (assume 15% material loss) 

12.5-16.7 m
2
/l 

Dry Times at 25°C 
and 50% Relative 
Humidity 

Touch 5-10 minutes 

Handle 20-30 minutes 

Recoat 1-2 hours 

Shelf Life 1 year 

Safety Information For additional information, see SDS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The technical data and suggestions for use contained herein are correct to the best of our knowledge, and offered in good faith. The 

statements of this literature do not constitute a warranty, express, or implied, as to the performance of these products. As conditions and use 

of our materials are beyond our control, we can guarantee these products only to conform to our standards of quality, and our liability, if any, 

will be limited to replacement of defective materials. All technical information is subject to change without notice. 

 


