
EXTERIOR VARNISH

Zinsser® Exterior Varnish is the best solution to protect exterior wood against extreme weather conditions. 
It is specially formulated to provide superior durability and flexible enough to expand and contract as the wood 
and weather changes. UV inhibitors reduce fading and superior mould and mildew resistance makes your 
outdoor projects last for years. Zinsser Exterior Varnish is fast drying and provides a warm golden glow.
READ ALL DIRECTIONS BEFORE BEGINNING PROJECT.
RECOMMENDED FOR: Exterior wood surfaces. Ideal for: railings, fences, patio furniture, house trim, boats 
(above the waterline). 
NOT RECOMMENDED FOR: Decks or high traffic areas, cladding or rough-sawn surfaces.
PREVIOUSLY FINISHED SURFACES: For best adhesion, surfaces must be clean, dry and free of wax, grease, 
oil, shellac, lacquer, mildew and polishes. Remove wax with a wax stripper, shellac with a paint stripper, and 
mildew with a solution of up to 10% household bleach and tap water. Old finishes in poor condition must be 
removed. Sand to obtain a smooth surface. Remove all sanding dust using a vacuum or cloth dampened with 
mineral turps. 
STAINED OR PAINTED WOOD: Follow manufacturer’s direction for application of stain or paint. Make certain 
surface is thoroughly dry before applying Zinsser Exterior Varnish. Refer to manufacturer’s label for dry times.
UNFINISHED SURFACE PREPARATION: Sand smooth using 120-150 grit sandpaper and remove all sanding 
dust. If a filler or putty is used, make sure that it does not contain wax and allow enough time for it to dry 
thoroughly. 
APPLICATION TIPS: Use adequate ventilation at all times. Do not apply in direct sunlight. Apply at 
temperatures above 13°C and below 32°C. Slower dry times may result from applications on hard exotic 
woods, use of stain or sealer, or periods of high humidity and/or low temperatures. Use care when applying 
over white or pastel paints or stains as discolouration may occur. Do not dilute. Test Zinsser Exterior Varnish 
in an inconspicuous area before beginning. Testing is particularly important when applying over paints or 
stains as the appearance of these products may change slightly when an oil-based finish is applied. 
APPLICATION: Stir thoroughly before and during use. Apply using a good quality, natural bristle brush, or 
applicator. To prevent bubbles in the finish, do not over-brush, shake container or apply with a roller. Allow 
finish to dry 4 hours and then re-coat. Lower temperatures and/or higher humidity may cause slower dry 
times. Re-coat only when previous coats have dried clear and feel hard. (Should no longer feel tacky to the 
touch.) If the coat has dried more than 12 hours, lightly sand before re-coating. A minimum of 3 coats is 
recommended. Allow finish to dry 24 hours before light use. Wait 3 days before subjecting surface to normal 
usage. 
CLEAN UP: For easy clean-up, use paint thinner or mineral turps. 
COVERAGE: 7 to 8 m2 per 473 mL

CAUTION
KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN
FLAMMABLE
DO NOT SWALLOW
CONTAINS: Liquid Hydrocarbons and 3-Iodo-2-Propynl Butyl Carbamate - 0.03 g/L
SAFETY DIRECTIONS: If medical advice is needed, have product container or label at hand. Keep out of reach 
of children. Read label before use. Keep away from heat, sparks and open flames. - No smoking. Do not 
breathe vapours. Use personal protective equipment as required. Take precautionary measures against static 
discharge. Do not eat, drink or smoke when using this product. Avoid release to the environment.
WARNING STATEMENTS Flammable liquid and vapour. Causes skin irritation.May cause an allergic skin 
reaction. Suspected of causing cancer. May cause drowsiness or dizziness. Causes damage to organs 
through prolonged or repeated exposure. May be fatal if swallowed and enters airways.Harmful to aquatic life 
with long lasting effects. Repeated exposure may cause skin dryness and cracking.
FIRST AID INSTRUCTIONS
IF exposed or concerned: Get medical advice. IF SWALLOWED: Immediately call a POISON CENTRE (Phone: 
AUS 13 11 26; NZ 0800 764 766) or doctor. Do NOT induce vomiting. Take off contaminated clothing and 
wash before reuse. IN CASE OF FIRE: Use alcohol resistant foam or normal protein foam for extinction. IF ON 
SKIN (or hair): Remove immediately all contaminated clothing. Rinse skin (or hair)with water. IF INHALED: 
Remove affected person to fresh air and keep at rest in a position comfortable for breathing.
STORAGE: Store in a well-ventilated place. Keep cool.

For further information refer to the Safety Data Sheet available at www.rustoleum.com.au or
www.rustoleum.co.nz 
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