
Zinsser® Timber Clean is a tannin / oil remover of all new and aged timber species. 
It is designed to remove all tannin, sap, natural oil and oil coatings from timber.  All 
timber must be washed and dried prior to coating with Zinsser® Timber & Decking 
Finish.
READ ALL DIRECTIONS BEFORE BEGINNING PROJECT
RECOMMENDED FOR: Exterior timber surfaces.
NOT RECOMMENDED FOR: Interior floors or furniture.
APPLICATION TIPS: Wear gloves, protective eyewear and appropriate footwear 
when applying Zinsser Timber Clean.
SURFACE PREPARATION:  Remove any surface dirt and loose material by sweeping 
or blowing. 
PRODUCT PREPARATION: Mix one (1) part Zinsser Timber Clean to ten (10) parts 
cold water in a plastic container.  For heavily oiled timber, reduce the cold water to six 
(6) parts to increase the strength of Zinsser Timber Clean. 
APPLICATION: Wet the timber surface thoroughly, as well as any plants, lawn, path 
or walls that may come in contact with the product prior to application of the solution. 
Apply a generous amount of Zinsser Timber Clean to the surface using a mop or 
pump spray to small sections at a time, approximately 10m², and agitate with a stiff 
deck broom or mechanical scrubber.  After scrubbing, leave the solution on the 
surface for 2-3 minutes ensuring that the timber surface remains wet at all times. 
Note: Timber discolouration may occur if Zinsser Timber Clean is left on longer than 
2-3 minutes of application.  If the timber surface begins to dry, spray with more water. 
Wash the surface thoroughly with a garden hose or pressure cleaner using a wide fan 

nozzle and no more than 1000 PSI pressure.  Do not forget to rinse any cleaning residue from 
affected vegetation or painted surfaces.  Zinsser Timber Clean should not come into contact with 
metal surfaces.
USING WITH ZINSSER TIMBER PREP: While the timber surface is still wet, mix Zinsser® 
Timber Prep acid solution at a rate of one (1) part to eight (8) parts water and apply to the timber 
surface the same way as Zinsser Timber Clean, to neutralize and brighten the timber.  This is 
very important to ensure that the new coating will fully attach to the timber and look its best 
when applied.  Zinsser Timber Prep can be quickly agitated with a stiff bristle broom or scrubber 
and be removed by water from a garden hose or pressure cleaner.  During this process, in 
conjunction with the application of Zinsser Timber Clean, Zinsser Timber Prep can be removed 
shortly after agitation. Note: Zinsser Timber Prep should be used as the final part of any 
preparation to neutralize the timber prior to application of the Zinsser Timber & Decking Finish. 
All pre-treatment must be done while the timber is wet.  Failure to do so may result in film 
defects of subsequent oiled surfaces
DRY TIME: Allow up to 24 hours to dry depending on the surface temperature before applying 
Zinsser Timber & Decking Finish. 
COVERAGE: 5–10m² per litre when diluted depending on the porosity and texture of the timber.
DISPOSAL: Keep unwanted products in sealed containers and dispose of at chemical waste 
collection depots.
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POISON
KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN
READ SAFETY DIRECTIONS
CONTAINS: Sodium Hydroxide 15g/L

SAFETY DIRECTIONS: If medical advice is 
needed, have product container or label at hand. 
Keep out of reach of children. Read label before 
use. Use only outdoors or in a well-ventilated 
area. Do not eat, drink or smoke when using this 
product.  Wear protective gloves and 
clothing/eye protection/face protection. Avoid 
contact with skin and eyes. Wash hands after 
use. Keep containers sealed when not in use. 
Avoid release to the environment.

WARNING STATEMENTS: Harmful if swallowed 
or inhaled. Skin and eye irritant.

FIRST AID INSTRUCTIONS
IF SWALLOWED: Immediately call a POISON 
CENTRE (Phone: AUS 13 11 26; NZ 0800 764 
766) or doctor. Do NOT induce vomiting. IF 
INHALED: Remove affected person to fresh air 
and keep at rest in a position comfortable for 
breathing. IF IN EYES: Flush eyes with water for 
15 minutes. If irritation persists, call a doctor. IF 
ON SKIN (or hair): Remove immediately all 
contaminated clothing. Rinse skin with 
water/shower. Wash contaminated clothing 
before reuse. If skin irritation or a rash occurs: 
Get medical advice/attention. IN CASE OF FIRE: 
Use alcohol resistant foam for extinction. IF 
exposed or concerned: Get medical advice.

For further information refer to the Safety Data 
Sheet available at www.rustoleum.com.au or
www.rustoleum.co.nz.
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