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Zinsser® Clear Varnish is a protective top coat that has been specially formulated 
to provide the best protection against scratches and stains. Zinsser Clear 

Varnish leaves no brush marks and adds a warm, golden glow to your 
projects. 

READ ALL DIRECTIONS BEFORE BEGINNING PROJECT.
RECOMMENDED FOR: Furniture, trim, cabinets, wood doors 
and panelling.
NOT RECOMMENDED FOR: Exterior surfaces, linoleum, vinyl 
or glazed tiles and metal. For wood floors, use Zinsser® Ultra 

Thick Floor Finish.
PREVIOUSLY FINISHED SURFACES: For best adhesion, surfaces 

must be clean, dry, and free of old finishes, dust, dirt, oils or other 
foreign matter. Old finishes, in poor condition must be removed. Sand to 

obtain a smooth surface. Do not use steel  wool as rust may develop after finish 
has been applied. Remove all sanding dust using a vacuum  or cloth dampened 
with mineral turps.
STAINED OR PAINTED WOOD: Follow manufacturer’s direction for application 
of stain or paint.  Make certain surface is thoroughly dry before applying Zinsser 
Clear Varnish. Refer to manufacturer’s label for dry times. For best results, use a 
Zinsser® Wood Stain.
UNFINISHED SURFACE PREPARATION: Sand using 150-220 grit sandpaper 
and remove all  sanding dust using a rag lightly dampened with mineral turps, or 
vacuum. If a filler or putty is used, make sure that it does not contain wax and 
allow for enough time to dry thoroughly.
APPLICATION TIPS: Use adequate ventilation at all times. Apply at temperatures 
above 13°C and below 32°C. Slower dry times may result from applications on 
redwood, cedar or woods with high oil content, use of stain or sealer, or periods 
of high humidity and/or low temperatures. To prevent bubbles in the finish, do 
not over-brush, shake container or apply with a roller. Zinsser Clear Varnish has a 
slight amber cast. Test Zinsser Clear Varnish in an inconspicuous area. Testing is 
particularly important when applying over paints or stains as the appearance of 
these products may change slightly when an oil-based finish is applied.
APPLICATION: Stir thoroughly before and during use. To prevent bubbles in the 
finish, DO NOT SHAKE CONTAINER. Apply using a good quality, synthetic 
bristle brush, foam brush or applicator. Allow finish to dry 8 hours and then 
re-coat. Lower temperatures and/or higher humidity may cause slower dry 

times. Re-coat only when previous coats have dried clear and feel hard. (No 
longer feels tacky to the touch.) If any coat has dried more than 12 hours, lightly 
sand before re-coating. 
DRY TIME: A minimum of 3 coats is recommended. Allow finish to dry 24 hours 
before light use. Wait 3 days before subjecting surface to normal usage.
CLEAN-UP: For easy clean-up, use paint thinner or mineral turps.
COVERAGE: 27 to 53 m2 per 3.78 L
CAUTION
KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN 
FLAMMABLE
DO NOT SWALLOW
SAFETY DIRECTIONS: If medical advice is needed, have product container or 
label at hand. Keep out of reach of children. Read label before use. Do not 
breathe vapours. Use personal protective equipment as required. Avoid release 
to the environment. 
WARNING STATEMENT May cause an allergic skin reaction. Suspected of 
causing cancer. Suspected of damaging fertility or the unborn child. May cause 
drowsiness or dizziness. May cause damage to organs through prolonged or 
repeated exposure. May be fatal if swallowed and enters airways. Harmful to 
aquatic life with long lasting effects.
FIRST AID INSTRUCTIONS
Immediately call a POISON CENTRE (Phone: AUS 13 11 26; NZ 0800 764 766) 
or doctor.  IF SWALLOWED: Rinse mouth. Do NOT induce vomiting. IN CASE OF 
FIRE: Use alcohol resistant foam or normal protein foam for extinction. IF ON 
SKIN: Wash with plenty of soap and water. Wash contaminated clothing before 
reuse. IF INHALED: Remove affected person to fresh air and keep at rest in a 
position comfortable for breathing.
STORAGE: Store in a well-ventilated place. Keep container tightly closed.
DISPOSAL: Dispose of contaminated absorbent, container and unused 
contents in accordance with local, state and federal regulations.
For further information refer to the Safety Data Sheet available at 
www.rustoleum.com.au or www.rustoleum.co.nz 
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